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BRAINSTORMING ISTD BRIEF
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CONCEPT #1 ISTD BRIEF

The Red Thread of Fate (The Line)

Overview

A Chinese proverb says, "An invisible red thread connects those who are
destined to meet, regardless of time, place, or circumstance. The thread may
stretch or tangle but will never break."

The two people connected by the red thread are destined lovers, regardless of
place, time, or circumstances. This magical cord may stretch or tangle, but
never break. This myth is similar to the Western concept of soulmate or a
destined partner.

Ideas
e Making with thread
e Unraveling/unwinding
e Tying together

Format
e Long, slim booklet?

LOVE IS A THREAD
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CONCEPT #2

ISTD BRIEF

Evolution of Dating (Death of the Center)

Overview

Apps made dating a game. That's changing our relationship to matchmaking —
and each other. More and more people are now meeting their partners or
online rather than meeting through friends, at work, or on a night out.

Weaknesses
e Result/consequence of death of the center, not a contributing factor
e Should be an experiential typographic intervention that asks audiences
to re-engage in their local town or city
e Could aid, inspire, rejuvenate or celebrate place and reconnect audiences
with town and city centres

Ideas
. . . Lizzie
e Success vs. failure, psychological and social effects
e Business models
e Juxtapose old handwritten letters / Tinder pick up lines
e Swipe left, swipe right o
e Game concept wordand tdbe
made up of really ety tracted o
cozy blankets People who aren't
on social media.
rormat @-

e Interactive website/mobile app
w o
e Booklet with style that evolves (a visual timeline) U Hinge

Model depicted.
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CONCEPT #3 ISTD BRIEF

Collections (Joybringer)

Overview
Explore collecting as a hobby; the benefits of having a collection and various
types of collections. What constitutes a collection? Why do people collect?

How do collections bring people together?

Types of Collections
e Coins

Stamps

Trading cards

Postcards

Clocks

Vinyls

Comics

Seashells

Model Cars

Ideas R R PR
e Type as image | o 4 4
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The Red Thread of Fate




MIND MAP ISTD BRIEF
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MAKING STUDIES ISTD BRIEF

Layering type
(tangled)

Thread
through type
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Experimentations with torn type,

water, thread

MAKING STUDIES



Building a
Type System




TYPE SYSTEM

EXPERIMENTATIONS

The Red Thread of Fate

To think, [ was one decision away
from living an entirely different life

But as fate would have it,
we were destined to meet after all

I was on the brink of disaster,
but you pulled me in with a tug

On a single thread of invisible red string,
but now we’re a love story for all the world

To see. To breathe. To believe.

Tuna Bold 80

Tuna Bold Italic 80 40/54
Tuna Regular 28/40

Tuna Regular 20/32

Notes:

A Chinese proverb says, "An invisi-

ble red thread connects those who are
destined to meet, regardless of time,
place, or circumstance. The thread may
stretch or tangle but will never break."

JUSTIN + AMY

When we started talking, we had
an instant chemistry:. It felt like
we had known each other forev-
er. When we first met, Justin told
me he liked my name because his
first crush was a girl named Amy
in preschool. I jokingly told him I
didn’t want to hear about another

Created a system with one typeface. Good variety, but wanted

to experiment with adding a second typeface to the system.

girl named Amy who wasn’t me.
A month into our relationship, I
pointed out a scar above Justin’s
eye & asked him how he got it.

He told me it was from falling off
the monkey bars at “good ol’ Sun-
shine preschool.” My jaw dropped,
I squealed, “What! That’s where I
went to preschool!” And then an-



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

The Red Thread of Fate

To think, I was one decision away A CHINESE PROVERB SAYS, "AN INVISIBLE RED
from living an entirely different life

THREAD CONNECTS THOSE WHO ARE DESTINED
But as fate would have it, TO MEET, REGARDLESS OF TIME, PLACE, OR CIR-
WeRedEsuned Grmeepaltier Al CUMSTANCE. THE THREAD MAY STRETCH OR
I wassonithe brink oPidisaster; TANGLE BUT WILL NEVER BREAK."
but you pulled me in with a tug

JUSTIN + AMY wasn’t me. A month into our rela-
On a single thread of invisible red string, When we started talking, we hadan  tionship, I pointed out a scar above

instant chemistry. It felt like we had  Justin’s eye & asked him how he got

)
but now we’re a love story for all the world frowneadhiother forever Wienwe  TEHEEI fEiewss Fomm Falng o6

first met, Justin told me he liked my the monkey bars at “good ol’ Sun-

To see. To breathe. To believe. name because his first crush was a shine preschool.” My jaw dropped, I
girl named Amy in preschool. I jok- squealed, “What! That’s where I went
Elmhurst Bold 8o ingly told him I didn’t want to hear  to preschool!” And then another real-
FIRA BOLD 35/54 about another girl named Amy who  ization, “Justin! We’re the same age!
Fira Sans 20/32
Elmhurst Regular 20/32
Notes:

Chose Elmhurst for its contrast, to resemble calligraphy strokes. Added a
sans serif for more variety and contrast. Sans serif ties into the line brief.



TYPE SYSTEM

EXPERIMENTATIONS

The Red Thread of Fate

To think, | was one decision away
from living an entirely different life

But as fate would have it,
we were destined to meet after all

| was on the brink of disaster,
but you pulled me in with a tug

On a single thread of invisible red string,
but now we're a love story for all the world

To see. To breathe. To believe.
Etna Bold 81
Adelle Sans 28/40
Adelle Sans Bold 33/51
Adelle Sans 19/32

Notes:

A CHINESE PROVERB SAYS, "AN INVISIBLE
RED THREAD CONNECTS THOSE WHO ARE
DESTINED TO MEET, REGARDLESS OF TIME,

PLACE, OR CIRCUMSTANCE. THE THREAD MAY
STRETCH OR TANGLE BUT WILL NEVER BREAK."

JUSTIN + AMY

When we started talking, we had an in-
stant chemistry. It felt like we had known
each other forever. When we first met,
Justin told me he liked my name because
his first crush was a girl named Amy in
preschool. | jokingly told him | didn't want
to hear about another girl named Amy

who wasn't me. A month into our relation-

More clean and crisp, but lacks character compared to the other systems.

ship, | pointed out a scar above Justin's
eye & asked him how he got it. He told
me it was from falling off the monkey bars
at “good ol Sunshine preschool.” My jaw
dropped, | squealed, “What! That's where |
went to preschool!” And then another re-
alization, "Justin! We're the same age! We
must have gone to preschool together!”
Justin looked at me in a state of shock &



TYPE SYSTEM

EXPERIMENTATIONS

THE RED THREAD OF FATE

To think, [ was one decision away
from living an entirely different life

But as fate would have it,
we were destined to meet after all

[ was on the brink of disaster,
but you pulled me in with a tug

On a single thread of invisible red string,
but now weTe a love story for all the world

To see. To breathe. To believe.

AZO SANS ULTRA 80
Yorkten Slab 28/40

Azo Sans Black 28/40
Yorkten Slab 19/32

Notes:

A Chinese proverb says, "An invisible red
thread connects those who are destined to
meet, regardless of time, place, or circum-
stance. The thread may stretch or tangle
but will never break."

JUSTIN + AMY into our relationship, I pointed out a scar
When we started talking, we had an in- above Justin's eye & asked him how he

stant chemistry. It felt like we had known got it. He told me it was from falling off

each other forever. When we first met, the monkey bars at “good ol’ Sunshine
Justin told me he liked my name be- preschool.” My jaw dropped, I squealed,
cause his first crush was a girl named “What! That's where I went to preschool!”
Amy in preschool. I jokingly told him I And then another realization, “Justin!
didn't want to hear about another girl WeTe the same age! We must have gone
named Amy who wasn't me. A month to preschool together!” Justin looked at

Tried a bolder system to see contrast in weights. This felt a bit too harsh and
bold, whereas the thread line would be thinner and more delicate.



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

5/5

Sx

Gy

AB Harumi
( A/ é) P 0 AB Appare
ShinryuSou
Notes:

Want to incorporate Chinese characters into the system as background or
point elements. Could be used to add depth to the work.



TYPE SYSTEM FINAL SYSTEM

Meno Text Italic Meno Condensed ltalic

Meno Text Regular Meno Condensed Regular
Meno Text Semibold Meno Condensed Semibold
Meno Text Semibold Italic ~ Meno Condensed Semibold Italic
Meno Text Bold Meno Condensed Bold

Meno Text Bold Italic Meno Condensed Bold Italic
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COLOR PALETTE EXPERIMENTATIONS

Color Inspiration

In addition to bringing in typographic elements of
traditional Chinese characters, | also wanted to choose
colors that were rooted in tradition.

The scroll pictured at the right is by Su Shi, who is often
compared to Da Vinci. Su Shi, a household name in
China, was an 11th-century scholar, statesman, poet,
writer, calligrapher and artist, whose painting style has
influenced virtually every Chinese painter ever since.

| was inspired by Su Shi’s use of color and texture and
implemented them into my project.

The color red also has significant cultural meaning
beyond the literal ‘thread:’ In China, red is
auspicious—associated with life-generating energy (the
sun, blood, and fire)—and is the color of celebrations
and prosperity.



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-25/chinese-master-s-1-000-year-old-scroll-may-fetch-60-million
https://asia.si.edu/explore-art-culture/art-stories/colors/red/#:~:text=In%20China%2C%20red%20is%20auspicious,with%20minor%20differences%20in%20detail.
https://asia.si.edu/explore-art-culture/art-stories/colors/red/#:~:text=In%20China%2C%20red%20is%20auspicious,with%20minor%20differences%20in%20detail.

Research



RESEARCH CHINESE CHARACTERS

To add another level of type and cultural meaning to my piece, | decided to
include Chinese characters as a background element. These became part of ;UE& [“
. —— ,/ /’(;:-'":{‘_f‘)' . .
my type system for the title of each page. Py to adopt / to give for adoption
guofang

romance; love (romantic)

J
1
ding

| ’ i

/

‘ a Ju I8 to meet; to see each other
jlanmian

(= g:]s common saying / proverb / colloquial speech

153‘ fortune / luck / fate

now / at present / at the moment / modern

Syt

BT

xianzai

Source: https://www.mdbg.net/chinese/dictionary



https://www.mdbg.net/chinese/dictionary

RESEARCH

THE RED THREAD OF FATE

About the Proverb

| explored the origin of the Red Thread proverb, uncovering stories within the
proverb and its meaning across different cultures. Elements of this research

were used in the final piece.

Sakura

Mythopedia

University of Pennsylvania Language Log
IMDB

Chinatownology

Red Thread of Fate (Chinese: {H#Z414R; pinyin: Yinyuan hdngxian), also
referred to as the Red Thread of Marriage, and other variants, is an East
Asian belief originating from Chinese mythology. It is commonly thought of
as an invisible red cord around the finger of those that are destined to meet
one another in a certain situation as they are "their true love". According to
Chinese legend, the deity in charge of "the red thread" is believed to be Yué
Xia Laorén (B T#.A\), often abbreviated to Yue Ldo (B#), the old lunar
matchmaker god, who is in charge of marriages. In the original Chinese
myth, it is tied around both parties' ankles, while in Japanese culture it is
bound from a male's thumb to a female's little finger. Although in modern
times it is common across all these cultures to depict the thread being tied
around the fingers, often the little finger. The color red in Chinese culture
symbolises happiness and it is also prominently featured during Chinese
weddings, such as having both bride and groom wear red throughout the
entire procession or at some point during the marriage rituals.

The connection is not limited to romance because people connected by the
red string of fate may share a life path. They may achieve something great
together. On the other hand, it can be someone you help or who helps
uniquely. It can also be someone you are fated to have a deep connection to.
Though the legend has many origin stories, they all relate to the old man. He

is sometimes called the “moon god” and visits on moonlit nights.

Overview

In Chinese mythology, Yue Lao (H %), also called Yue Xia Lao
Ren (H T# ), is the god of love and marriage who appears to

people beneath the light of the moon.

Worship of Yue Lao

This story spread and soon people began praying to that old man
for help in marriage concerns. As no one knew his name, he was
referred to as the Old Man under the moon, Yue Lao or Yue Lao

Deity. B ™A, B&, BEZ%E


https://sakura.co/blog/red-thread-of-fate-the-japanese-legend-of-love
https://mythopedia.com/topics/yue-lao
https://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=55439
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt15456878/
https://chinatownology.com/old_man_under_the_moon.html

RESEARCH THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Stories of Fate

Newlyweds discover they were

As part of my project, | wanted to find stories of fate that encapsulated the

meaning of The Red Thread of Fate proverb. ChlldhOOd sweethearts two decades
later

Love Heidi and Ed Savitt had a ‘holiday romance’ as children

Heidi & Ed

After meeting on family vacations as children, Heidi and Ed met again by

chance two decades later. "We had been together for four years when we found out so it's mad to
think we might never have known," Heidi said.
"People keep telling us that it must be fate and that it's like the plot of a

Rediscovery BGTIES

Thrift Store Jacket

After moving from Tennessee to Alaska, a man finds his childhood jacket, 24

years later. He passes it on to his own son. Man finds his Ch“dhOOd jacket after
24 years while shopping for his kid

Adoption at thrift store

Discussed on next slide

This Alaskan man never thought about reuniting with his long-lost denim jacket, butfat&
brought them together once again.


http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/love-sex/newlyweds-childhood-sweethearts-discover-20-year-later-heidi-parker-ed-savitt-newcastle-university-turkey-derbyshire-london-a8129606.html
https://scoop.upworthy.com/man-finds-his-childhood-jacket-after-24-years-while-shopping-for-his-kid-at-thrift-store

RESEARCH

THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Connection to Adoption

There is a common connection between the Red Thread of
Fate proverb and parents who have adopted children from
China. In my research, | found this and a personal story
from Katie Kaessinger that was used in the final designed
outcome.

Academic Paper

Katie Kaessinger

Red threads to tie to the wrists of parents and their children. They
cannot be seen by mortals, but once they are tied they cannot be
separated. They are tied the moment they are born and the distance
between them, the enmity between their families or their social
position does not count. Sooner or later they are going to be united. I
have seen that you and your wife are already tied to your future

daughter, so there is nothing to do except to wait. (12)

lead the list of the top ten receiving countries adopting from China, while Canada
occupies the fifth position. Within the virtual, web-based communities of parents
adopting from China, variations on one plot in particular have turned out to be
astonishingly popular: the ones referring to a Red Thread. Stakeholders like to
emphasize the fact that this story derives from Chinese folklore. It has been recycled sc
frequently that it has evolved into a canonical origin story. The Red Thread plot has
given its name to numerous books, documentaries, web forums, newspaper sections,
theater plays, and songs about adoption.’ This essay compares various adaptations of

the Red Thread plot to its source text to unearth the submerged moral commonplaces

go by this virtual community’s own historiography *—the adoptive mother Stefani
Ellison was the first to connect the Red Thread plot to transnational adoption: “An
invisible red thread connects those who are destined to meet, regardless of time, place,
or circumstance; the thread may stretch or tangle, but 1t will never break.” The aphorism

caught on quickly 1n the virtual communities of adoptive parents. It was quoted time

1 . . 1° Iad 1° 4 1 1 1 Wi ¥ ‘1 1 1 e AIEE®


https://www.zora.uzh.ch/id/eprint/91982/2/The_Stories_We_Adopt-_Tracing__The_Red_Thread__in_Contemporary_Adoption_Narratives.pdf
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2008/06/01/adopting-a-cause/

RESEARCH

THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Modern Interpretations

The third chapter focuses on modern works that are influenced by
this proverb. | referenced several sources to find these modern
words and explore how they connected to the proverb.

Music

Taylor Swift's song “Invisible String” alludes to the Red Thread of
Fate proverb

NBC News

Mashable

Story of Song

Literature

Published in 2022, Lyn Liao Butler's novel Red Thread of Fate
explores the proverb in a new light.

LitHub

Cinema

The 2023 film “Past Lives” revolves around the concept of “In Yun”
(a similar theory to The Red Thread of Fate proverb)

The Conversation

Medium Article

S NBC NEWS TRWPTRALS POLITICS US.NEWS WORLD BUSINESS HEALTH NBCNEWSTIPLINE  VIDEO WATCH LIVE

LYN LIAO BUTLER
AUTHOR OF THE TIGER MOM’S TALE

CLLTUFE & TRERCS

Couples online are sharing how an “invisible
string’ tied them together before they ever
met

On TikTok, people are using audio from Taylor Swift's song “invisible string” ro share their love
STOTICS.

AAAAAA

PAGE 42 No preview available for this page. -
Lyn Liao Butler. connected to him by the[fédthread|, the invisible red cord
that bound two people who were destined to be together . But she was

wrong . Her red thread tied her forever to Angela, her precious daughter .

She gazed at ... CONVERSATION

Jor jouralistc i

Many on TikTok are using audio from Taylor Swift’s
song “invisible string” — which professes that “all
along there was some invisible string tying you to
me” — to share their love stories. The song alludes

to East Asian folklore around the “red thread of ikl Al g AU
fate” that ties together lovers who are ultimately u e
destined for each other.

t Lives: inyeon is a Korean philosophy of

The concept of In Yun is that we are connected by a thread of fate, some call

and tw
01 ing whether they were meant to be toget]

it the red thread of fate. It is providence, it is a belief that for people to get

concept of inyeon to the story gives the

eeeeeeeee

10! ters space
married, it takes 8000 times for lovers to form a family, over 8000 times. Nora s ofeomnseteronuin ishic buinles beforend
believes in the philosophy of In Yun, and in a heart-wrenching scenario, she =

admits to her husband Arthur that their relationship is not one formed by In  aajjeons’

till come across inyeon in conversation occasionally, it's not a concept
renced a lot in popular culture. Apart from cropping

s in the pop charts of the 1980s and 1990, inye
raditional religious beliefs were a more commaor

Yun. She wonders with Hae Sung what their past lives looked like, they

debate the type of relationship they had in the past at a bar while her

husband nurses a drink while being excluded from the conversation by the

two star crossed lovers.



https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/viral/invisible-string-taylor-swift-inspired-tiktoks-rcna119914
https://mashable.com/article/invisible-string-theory-dating-tiktok
https://storyofsong.com/story/invisible-string/
https://lithub.com/the-bittersweet-joys-five-books-that-center-asian-voices-in-adoption-narratives/
https://theconversation.com/past-lives-inyeon-is-a-korean-philosophy-of-how-relationships-form-over-many-lifetimes-213289
https://medium.com/@winnerajifaachimugu/celine-songs-past-lives-is-a-slow-burn-that-consumes-you-whole-c16cbcc3abc2

WEBSITE INSPIRATION THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Martin Luther
King, Jr.

SEE HOW

VI
&‘{\\S RT(/@

WAS RELAYED
IN THE RENAISSANCE

i SOUND ON

| POOR CHARLIE'S ALMANACK ! | CHAPTER THREE ! il c—]
CHAPTER Il

created his own largely self-taught system. The “self-taught” statement is no
exaggeration; he once said, “To this day, I have never taken any course,
anywhere, in chemistry, economics, psychology, or business.” And yet these
disciplines, especially psychology, form the foundation upon which his system
is built.

It is this signature approach, backed by Charlie’s formidable intellect,
temperament, and decades of relevant experience, that have made him the
virtuoso of business pattern recognition so valued by Buffett. Like a chess
grandmaster, through logic, instinct, and intuition, he determines the most
promising investment moves, all the while projecting the illusion that the
insight came easily, even simply. But make no mistake: This simplicity comes
only at the end of a long journey toward understanding—not at the beginning.
His clarity is hard-won, the product of a lifetime of studying the patterns of
human behavior, business systems, and a myriad of other scientific
disciplines.

“Charlie’s clarity is hard-won, the product of
lifetime of studying the patterns of human
behavior, business systems, and a myriad of
other scientific disciphines.”

https://gehry.cetty.edu



https://thesevenvirtuesproject.com/virtues/faith
https://amway-fund-report-2021.webflow.io/
https://gehry.getty.edu/

Wireframes &
Website Development




WIREFRAMES

The Red Thread
of Fate

Web 1920 - 5

To think, I was one decision away

from living an entirely different life

But as fate would have it,

we were destined to meet after all

I was on the brink of disaster,

but you pulled me in with a tug

STORIES OF FATE

01

“An invisible red thread connects those
who are destined to meet, regardless of
time, place, or circumstance. The thread
may stretch or tangle but will never break.”

On a single thread of invisible red string,

but now we're a love story for all the world

To see. To breathe. To believe.

Web 1920 - 6

Adoption can cause so many feclings: happiness,
appreciation, anger, fear. I have not yet adopted children
50T cannot speak about that. However, as an adoptee, I
do feel like I ended up where I was supposed to as the
result of my adoption. I live in a beautiful city with a
supportive family and a solid circle of friends. T think
growing up in a faith with a higher power as well as with
this cultural symbol of the red thread has made my life
more fruitful. I have lived my whole lfe fostering the

belief that destiny has something great planned for me;

KATIE KAESSINGER

and even though I am not related to my family by blood,

Tam where I am meant to be. This made it easier for me
to muddle through the harder days as I was taught that
something greater was always on its way. On the other

hand, both my faith and this proverb ha

given mea
strong moral code and made me extra deliberate about
my choices because I was taught that my words and
actions mattered. Ultimately, T am thankful to my
parents for introducing these belicf systems to me early

in my life.

The story of the Red Thread ori

HE REJECTED GIRL

Early draft, focused on guiding the viewer throughout
the website with a connecting line.

EARLY DRAFTS

pinated in

NG Chinese mythology more or less as an
explanation for why people are connected.
The deity in charge of this myth was Yue Lao

who was the lunar, matchmaker god.




WIREFRAMES EARLY DRAFTS

01

The Red Th 02
of Fate 03

Experimentations with interactive wireframes and
bringing in motion



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OjOacoT_3S2KbbQwVEbv-54OWh2itSFG/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/167OiOCY7-EzTMTOH-3pKxn_yjQtht5lC/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Gphw8n0GqYxBYoSvXVHRtpofszEqcVR2/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1uSvZ8a47vg3hBHQx438RgaIHxwj4cGIJ/preview

WIREFRAMES

EARLY DRAFTS

The Red Thread of Fate

The Red Thread of Fate

To think, I was one decision away

from living an entirely different life

But as fate would have it,

we were destined to meet after all

1 was on the brink of disaster,

but you pulled me in with a tug

On a single thread of invisible red string,

but now we’re a love story for all the world

To see.
To breathe.

To believe.

On a single thread of invisible red string,

but now we’re a love story for all the world

To see.
To breathe.

To believe.

Note:

Good introduction of size contrast, but possibly
too large. Experiment with adding indents, more
size contrast throughout



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tvFrOLyh6kYgSUzHMT8FzDcZK2FL7BlL/preview

WIREFRAMES

Home page / navigation menu

EARLY DRAFTS

01

The Red Thread 02

of Fate 03

The Red Threadof 4~ CHAPTERONE

FATE.
CONNECTION.

RELATIONSHIPS.

TheRed Threadof Faten~~~~~ CHAPTERONE  TWO THREE

/%@ FATE.
CONNECTION.

RELATIONSHIPS.

The Red Thread of Fate

e




WIREFRAMES EARLY DRAFTS

The Red Thread of Fate CHAPTER ONE



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KbKjGkpnnO84uMJ3JPG5eDKge6ZppoHf/preview

WIREFRAMES EARLY DRAFTS

N
The Red Thread of Fate CHAPTER ONE  TWO THREE

“An invisible red thread connects those
who are destined to meet, regardless of
time, place, or circumstance. The thread
may stretch or tangle but wi reak.”

CHINESE PROVERB


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JFgSRT68Qob6427AnEC73yC6xWvb1wZv/preview

WIREFRAMES
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ADOPTION

“Red threads to tie to the wrists of parents and

their children. They cannot be seen by mortals,

but once they are tied they cannot be separated.

They are tied the moment they are born and the

distance between them, the enmity between their

families or their social position does not count.

Sooner or later they are going to be united.”

- EL HILO ROJO

Adoption can cause so many feelings:
happiness, appreciation, anger, fear.

I have oot yet adopted children so Teannot speak about that. However,

as an adopeec, T do feel like T eoded up where [ was supposed to as the
resalt of my adoption I live in a beaunsfuld city with 4 supportive
family and a solid ciecle of friends. 1 chink growing up in a farh with 4
higher power &s well as with this caltural synsbaol of the red thread has
made my life more fruitful

Eitlver way, I have & Jot of trust in the divine and that [am
on the right tradk, even though my origin story nvelves
loss. Ultimately, [ am thankbal to my parents for

introducing these belief systems to me carly in my life.

[ have lived sy whole life fostering the belief thar destingy
has soosething great planned for sse; and even though Tam
not related to my family by blood, I am where I am meant
o be. This made it casier for me to muddle through the
harder days as T was taaght that sossething greater was
always o its way. O the other band, bech my faich and
this proverb have given mee a strong maoral code and made
me extra deliberate about my choloes hecause 1 was tausgiv

that my woeds and actions mantered.

To my fellow adoptees, you do not have to
bedbeve in this kind of divinity, but [ believe
you are where you need to be. 1f you have
not already, T hope you find the peaple your
red thread Is comnected to sooes the people
who make your soul thrive.

ADOPTION

“Red threads to tie to the wrists of parents and

their children. They cannot be seen by mortals,

but once they are tied they cannot be separated.

They are tied the moment they are born and the

distance between them, the enmity between their

families or their social position does not count.

Sooner or later they are going to be united.”

- EL HILO ROJO

Adoption can cause so many feelings: happissess, appreciation, anger,
fear. T have not yet adopted chiddren so 1 canmot speak about that
However, 45 an adoptec, 1 do feel like T emded up where [was
supposed to &s the resalt of my adoption T live in a beautiful city with
4 supportive famidy and a solld circle of friends. I think growing up in
4 faith with 2 higher power as well &5 withs this cultural symbol of the
red chread has made nsy life more frultfal. T have lived nyy whole tife
fostering the belief that destiny has something great plansed foe me;
and even though T ans ot related o my fansily by blood, T am where 1
am meant to be. This made &t easler for me to maddle theough the
harder days as I was tiaght that soasething greater was always on its
way. On the other hand, both sy faith and this proverb have given me
4 strong moral code and made me extra deliberate about my choices
because T was taughe that sy words and actions matered. Elther way,
I have aJot of trust In the divine and that T ams on the eight track, even
though my crigin story invalves loss. Ultimately, Tam thankfal 1o ny

parents for introducing these belief systems to ne eardy bn my Nfe

To ey fellow adoptees, you do not have o

Believe in this Kind of divinity, but 1 believe
you are whese you neod 1o be. If you have

not already, [ hope you fiend the people your
red thread & conmected to so0n: the people

who make your scud thrive.
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ADOPTION

Adoption can cause so many feelings: happiness, appreciation, anger,

ADOPTION ADOPTION fear. I have not yet adopted children so I cannot speak about that.

However, as an adoptee, I do feel like I ended up where I was

supposed to as the result of my adoption. I live in a beautiful city

“Red threads tO tie tO the Wwr iStS Of Par ents and Adoption can cause so many feelings: happiness, appreciation, anger,

fear. I have not yet adopted children so I cannot speak about that.

with a supportive family and a solid circle of friends. I think
growing up in a faith with a higher power as well as with this

However, as an adoptee, I do feel like I ended up where I was cultural symbol of the red thread has made my life more fruitful.

their children. They cannot be seen by mortals,

supposed to as the result of my adoption. I live in a beautiful city

with a supportive family and a solid circle of friends. I think 1 have lived my whole life fostering the belief that destiny has

something great planned for me; and even though I am not related

growing up in a faith with a higher power as well as with this

but once they are tied they cannot be separated. cutura symbot f e e thread ha made my f e sl

Adoption can cause so many feelings: happiness, appreciation, anger,

to my family by blood, [ am where I am meant to be.

fear. I have not yet adopted children so I cannot speak about that. 1 have lived my whole life fostering the belief that destiny has This made it easier for me to muddle through the harder days as I

They are tied the moment they are bom and the something great planned for me; and even though I am not related

to my family by blood, | am where I am meant to be.

was taught that something greater was always on its way. On the

other hand, both my faith and this proverb have given me a

However, as an adoptee, I do feel like I ended up where I was
. L ) ) . strong moral code and made me extra deliberate about my choices
supposed to as the result of my adoption. I live in a beautiful city with

distance between them, the enmity between their

a supportive family and a solid circle of friends. I think growing up in

This made it easier for me to muddle through the harder days as I because I was taught that my words and actions mattered. Either
“RED THREADS TO TIE TO THE WRISTS OF way, I have a lot of trust in the divine and that I am on the right
PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN. THEY CANNOT
BE SEEN BY MORTALS, BUT ONCE THEY ARE
TIED THEY CANNOT BE SEPARATED. THEY ARE
TIED THE MOMENT THEY ARE BORN AND THE
DISTANCE BETWEEN THEM, THE ENMITY

families Or their SOCial POSitiOﬂ dOeS nOt C()unt. because I was taught that my words and actions mattered. Either BEIWEENIHEIREAMILIES ORTHEIRSOC

POSITION DOES NOT COUNT. SOONER OR

was taught that something greater was always on its way. On the
other hand, both my faith and this proverb have given me a track, even though my origin story involves loss. Ultimately, I am
a faith with a higher power as well as with this cultural symbol of the

strong moral code and made me extra deliberate about my choices thankful to my parents for introducing these belief systems to me

early in my life.

LATER THEY ARE GOING TO BE UNITED."

red thread has made my life more fruitful. I have lived my whole life way, I have a lot of trust in the divine and that I am on the right
fostering the belief that destiny has something great planned for me; track, even though my origin story involves loss. Ultimately, I am . ; 3 To my fellow adoptees, you do not have to believe in this kind of
o : » < oy . divinity, but I believe you are where you need to be. If you have
Sooner or l ater they are gom g to be unlted. thankful to my parents for introducing these belief systems to me § i ) ot ety T e ene i e pople orae£cl thireadl e
and even though T am not related to my family by blood, I am where I cerly inmy e connected to soon:
am meant to be. This made it easier for me to muddle through the the people who make your soul thrive.

harder days as I was taught that something greater was always on its To my fellow adoptees, you do not have to believe in this kind of
divinity, but I believe you are where you need to be. If you have
not already, I hope you find the people your red thread s

connected to soon:

way. On the other hand, both my faith and this proverb have given me

a strong moral code and made me extra deliberate about my choices

because I was taught that my words and actions mattered. Either way,
T have a lot of trust in the divine and that I am on the right track, even the people who make your soul thrive.
though my origin story involves loss. Ultimately, I am thankful to my

parents for introducing these belief systems to me early in my life.

To my fellow adoptees, you do not have to believe in this kind of

divinity, but I believe you are where you need to be. If you have not
already, I hope you find the people your red thread is connected to

soon: the people who make your soul thrive.

- KATIE KAESSINGER

Further development of type system - Option 1 with the interweaving stories best connects to concept
- Experiment with different leading/shorter sections overlapping
- Option 3 feels too structured/boxy
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Coding of ‘drawing’ the lines and - More straightforward navigation menu works better
navigation menu options - New idea: Start with straight line, becomes more wavy throughout
- Line could be more delicate, thinner
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“An invisible red thread
connects those who are

destined to meet, regardless of

time, place, or circumstance.

The thread may stretch or

tangle but will never break.”

~CHINESE PROVERB
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ed Thread of Fate

A STORY OF LOVE

CHAPTER ONE

Traditional Proverb

CHAPTER T

Stories of Fate

“We had been together for four years
when we found out so it’s mad to

think we might never have known.

People keep telling us that it must be fate

and that it’s like the plot of a movie!”

Ed Savitt and Heidi Parker first met on
their family vacations n 1997.

Ed and Heidi Parker got maried in
August 2016, 19 yearsafter their chance
“holiday romance.

Lifehasa « \d Ed and I hav

found ourselves in one of the most remarkable tales of serendipity.

Fate had sctits course for us in 1997, when we met during a family

vacation. We were just six years old, oblivious to the future awaiting us.

the
background of our lives. It wasn't until our paths crossed once more at

Neweastle University in 2011 that our story truly began to unfold,

Facebock, ip y %
‘masked the beginning of  Journey that neithe of s could have
anticipated. Ed asked for asistance with the washing machine i our
student fat. He had found picce o mail with my name on i, realizing 1
had lived inthe same hous the year before. It was a stroke of uck,or

perhaps fate, thatled him to reach out to me.

‘Then, just a few weeks later, amid the bustling atmosphere of a night out

with friends, I caught sight of Ed once again. There was something

g him. and P instantly
Our fist date was at Pizza Express. After that, we were basically

inseparable.

Afer four years of dating, we had dinner with our moth

about childhood holidays. My mom remembered a boy named Ed from

vacation, which was a funny coincidence.

Two weeks later, as my mother rummaged through the attc, she found a
forgotten photograph. It was the picture-periect moment when the pleces
of our shared history fel into place. The littl boy I once knew in Turkey

turned out to be none other than the man I fellin love with—Ed.

The revelation lef us speechiles cof that

brought us back together: I'm not one to believe in miracles, but the story

changed my life

~ HEIDI SAVITT

mn

‘The Red Thread of Fate

A STORY OF REDISCOVERY

“The universe is always speaking to us.
Sending us little messages, causing

coincidences and serendipities, reminding
e

your ids great

e
e o e
us to stop, to look around, to believe in
e e
e L S
something else, something more.”
T T et T T

childhood denim jacket at a thrit store.

~ NANCY THAYER

Heth post of himselfas

jacket way back in 1994, 1t still has his name on the inside, which his
mother had witten on the label of the denim wear. The audience on
by thes it

Levis denim.

posted on December 2, 2023, has raked up millions of views so far and

featured an adorable picture of Yarian and his

denim jackets in Tennessee.

Tin 1994 wearing|

Yarienfound his chidhoad jecketn denim jackets? the ovelay text on the video read. Two decades ater,

iar facket at an Alaskan thrift

shop. f P

Strauss & Co. denim wear, “We were shopping for our first son when she

taginmy and

screamed.”

‘The label of the acket showed the name “Yarian” scribbled on the tag and

the last photo on the TikTok slideshow captured Yarian's son wearing the

i 2 dapp T pa have been
that in the p

only a few days before [ found the acket,” Yarian's wife noted in the

comment scetion.

- ELI YARIAN

24 yoars later, Yarian's son wears hs
ehildhaod jacket

mn

The story of the Red Thread originated
in Chinese mythology as an explanation
for why people are connected. The deity
in charge of this myth was Yue Lao who
was the lunar, matchmaker god.

This thre: id to be und the ankles or fingers of the two
individuals by the divinit
enduring po hlighting the

ine and unfold over time.

‘The Red Thread of Fate
‘The Red Thread of Fate

A STORY OF ADOPTION

“Red threads to tie to the wrists of parents
and their children. They cannot be seen by
mortals, but once they are tied they cannot
be separated. They are tied the moment

they are born and the distance
A s
s e
Howeres, s an adopes, Lo e ke L ended up where L was suppos o
g

between them, the enmity between their families
ol 20 el e ik gromiogop s i
bighrporer s ell s it s e syl o

or their social position does not count.

red thread has made my life more fruitful. I have ived my whole lfe

et desiny ®
Sooner or later they are going to be united.”

and even though I am no related to my family by blood, 1 am where T am
~ EL HILO ROJO meant to be. This made it casier for me to muddle through the
harder days as I was taught that something greater was always on its way.
On the other hand, both my fath and this proverb have given me

choices

because I was taught that my words and actions mattered. Either way, 1
have alot of trustin the divine and that T am on the right track, even

y Ultimately, Tam
P syste life

- KATIE KAESSINGER

At ton months old, Katie Kapssinger vas adopted
from China and embraced by a fanily in Southern
Calfornia Today, he passionately practices aw,
specializing in child advocacy and dependency, She
supports chiren in foster care, adoptees, as well as
foster and adoptive parents.

“Our world has its share of

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS

04.27.2024

MUSIC
Released in 2020, “invisible string” is the
cleventh track from Taylor Swifts eghth
studio album “folklore” It discusses love
and the process of meeting a romantic
Soulmate. Itis  directreference o the Red

String of Fate proverb.

> ooiom —— @

LITERATURE

Published in 2022, Lyn Liso Butlr's novel Red
Thread of Fateexplores the proverb i a new light.
In the wake of  tragedy and fucled by guiltfrom
a secret she's kept for years, & woman discovers

horw delicate the thread that binds family.

CINEMA

In the 2023 flm “Past Lives,” childhood friends Nora and.
Hae Sung reconnect afer two decades, exploring the.
intricacies of love and destiny, Their deep emotional
connection challenges conventional notions of intimacy,
while Nora's bliefin the concept of “In Yun” (a similar
theory to The Red Thread of Fate) prompts her to

question her relationship with her husband.

obstacles

but nOthing
in it happens by

accident.”




TITLE PAGE DESIGN ITERATIONS

BN

Physical iteration from Digitized Digitized, revised for
making studies readability

THE

Red Thread @

Final, revised further
for readability
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User Testing



USER TESTING THE RED THREAD OF FATE

User #1

User testing was implemented throughout the project to get feedback from
people who had not yet used the website.

My first user, Chloe is a 21 year-old fashion merchandising student.
She offered some insight on the functionality of the website.

These were some takeaways from the test:
e The navigation menu and links at the end of stories were easy to find

e She was confused on what to do after landing on chapter one (I added
text that tells the user to scroll down based on this comment)

e Chloe also suggested slowing down the speed of the line at some points
of the website



USER TESTING THE RED THREAD OF FATE

User #2

My second user test was with Shayna, a 32-year old electrical engineer.
She approached the website in an analytical and logical manner.

Takeaways:

e Noticed a few inconsistencies with the responsiveness of the website,
some orphans needed cleaned up

e Shayna was slightly confused with the horizontal scrolling section, the
poem. After this test, | added arrows to help the user more clearly
navigate the section.

e She found the structure of the website to be straightforward and
user-friendly



USER TESTING

THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Peer Feedback

Q Douglas Steinbrink
10:45AM Mar 7

| think you could have the chapter
titles within the menu correlate

better with a heading on each
target page.

m Mariah Alanskas
10:29 AM Mar 7

| agree with Hannah. | also really
like the idea of the lines fading in
and out, but | do think you need to
mess with spacing or the opacity a
little further because they | still
feel like | was trying to read both

lines at once even when | wasn't
suppose to.

0 Hannah Rogers
10:18 AM Mar 7
| believe you use and em dash

before a persons name for a quote
they said.

m Mackenzie Deertz _,
11:46 AM Mar 7

| love how the red thread goes
through the spread! I'm just
wondering if it needs to be so
straight? In your other layouts the
thread moves more organically so
maybe having that happen here
too but also in a way it still follows
down the page!

Peers also offered
feedback that |
implemented into the
final design.

Q Douglas Steinbrink
10:47 AM Mar 7

| almost didn't catch the

interactive swipe across the photo.

Maybe indicate the ability
somehow, because it's very neat.
Could you use that elsewhere,
too? Maybe with some text even?

@ Mackenzie Deertz

11:48 AM Mar 7

| agree | wouldn't have known |
could swipe across the picture had
it not been for the other comment.

| also think adding that to text
could be really cool!

@ Mackenzie Deertz

11:50 AM Mar 7

could be cool if you could
incorporate the word "nothing"
into the string? like the text is

written in the string as it goes
along the page

Q Douglas Steinbrink
10:52 AM Mar 7
Your photo caption type could

possibly benefit by differing from
your main body a little more.

Also, watch your consistency of
spacing between image and
caption.

G Douglas Steinbrink "
11:01AM Mar 7

The lines of small body text
sometimes feel like they are a bit
lengthy.

Possibly the leading between lines
of smaller type could tighten a
little, but don't let it ruin your
layering effect!



Final Design
Outcome




FINAL WEBSITE THE RED THREAD OF FATE

rl{ed Thread @

—

redthread.alexmillerdesign.com
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FINAL SCREENS THE RED THREAD OF FATE

—NANCY THAYER The Rad Thread o€ Fate

A STORY UF REDISCOVERY A STORY OF ADOPTION

"The universe is always speaking to us. Red threads tie to the wrists of parents
Sending us little messages, causing and their children. They cannot be seen
by mortals, but once they are tied they
cannot be separated. They are tied the
moment they are born and the distance
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“Our world has its share of
obstacles, but nothing in it
happens by accident.”




