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The Red Thread of Fate (The Line)
Overview
A Chinese proverb says, "An invisible red thread connects those who are 
destined to meet, regardless of time, place, or circumstance. The thread may 
stretch or tangle but will never break."

The two people connected by the red thread are destined lovers, regardless of 
place, time, or circumstances. This magical cord may stretch or tangle, but 
never break. This myth is similar to the Western concept of soulmate or a 
destined partner.

Ideas
● Making with thread
● Unraveling/unwinding
● Tying together

Format
● Long, slim booklet?

CONCEPT #1 ISTD BRIEF



Evolution of Dating (Death of the Center)
Overview
Apps made dating a game. That's changing our relationship to matchmaking — 
and each other. More and more people are now meeting their partners or 
online rather than meeting through friends, at work, or on a night out.

Weaknesses
● Result/consequence of death of the center, not a contributing factor
● Should be an experiential typographic intervention that asks audiences 

to re-engage in their local town or city
● Could aid, inspire, rejuvenate or celebrate place and reconnect audiences 

with town and city centres

Ideas
● Success vs. failure, psychological and social effects
● Business models
● Juxtapose old handwritten letters / Tinder pick up lines 
● Swipe left, swipe right
● Game concept

Format
● Interactive website/mobile app
● Booklet with style that evolves (a visual timeline)

CONCEPT #2 ISTD BRIEF



Collections (Joybringer)
Overview
Explore collecting as a hobby; the benefits of having a collection and various 
types of collections. What constitutes a collection? Why do people collect? 
How do collections bring people together?

Types of Collections
● Coins
● Stamps
● Trading cards
● Postcards
● Clocks
● Vinyls
● Comics
● Seashells
● Model Cars

Ideas
● Type as image
● Strong grid structure

CONCEPT #3 ISTD BRIEF



CHOSEN TOPIC:

The Red Thread of Fate



MIND MAP ISTD BRIEF



MAKING STUDIES ISTD BRIEF

Layering type 
(tangled)

Thread
through type



MAKING STUDIES ISTD BRIEF

Experimentations with torn type, 
water, thread



Building a
Type System



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

Notes:
Created a system with one typeface. Good variety, but wanted 
to experiment with adding a second typeface to the system.



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

Notes:
Chose Elmhurst for its contrast, to resemble calligraphy strokes. Added a 
sans serif for more variety and contrast. Sans serif ties into the line brief.



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

Notes:
More clean and crisp, but lacks character compared to the other systems.



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

Notes:
Tried a bolder system to see contrast in weights. This felt a bit too harsh and 
bold, whereas the thread line would be thinner and more delicate.



TYPE SYSTEM EXPERIMENTATIONS

Notes:
Want to incorporate Chinese characters into the system as background or 
point elements. Could be used to add depth to the work.



TYPE SYSTEM FINAL SYSTEM



COLOR PALETTE EXPERIMENTATIONS

In addition to bringing in typographic elements of 
traditional Chinese characters, I also wanted to choose 
colors that were rooted in tradition.

The scroll pictured at the right is by Su Shi, who is often 
compared to Da Vinci. Su Shi, a household name in 
China, was an 11th-century scholar, statesman, poet, 
writer, calligrapher and artist, whose painting style has 
influenced virtually every Chinese painter ever since.

I was inspired by Su Shi’s use of color and texture and 
implemented them into my project.

The color red also has significant cultural meaning 
beyond the literal ‘thread:’ In China, red is 
auspicious—associated with life-generating energy (the 
sun, blood, and fire)—and is the color of celebrations 
and prosperity.

Color Inspiration

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-25/chinese-master-s-1-000-year-old-scroll-may-fetch-60-million
https://asia.si.edu/explore-art-culture/art-stories/colors/red/#:~:text=In%20China%2C%20red%20is%20auspicious,with%20minor%20differences%20in%20detail.
https://asia.si.edu/explore-art-culture/art-stories/colors/red/#:~:text=In%20China%2C%20red%20is%20auspicious,with%20minor%20differences%20in%20detail.


Research



RESEARCH CHINESE CHARACTERS

To add another level of type and cultural meaning to my piece, I decided to 
include Chinese characters as a background element. These became part of 
my type system for the title of each page.

Source: https://www.mdbg.net/chinese/dictionary

https://www.mdbg.net/chinese/dictionary


RESEARCH THE RED THREAD OF FATE

About the Proverb
I explored the origin of the Red Thread proverb, uncovering stories within the 
proverb and its meaning across different cultures. Elements of this research 
were used in the final piece.

Sakura
Mythopedia
University of Pennsylvania Language Log
IMDB
Chinatownology

 

https://sakura.co/blog/red-thread-of-fate-the-japanese-legend-of-love
https://mythopedia.com/topics/yue-lao
https://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=55439
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt15456878/
https://chinatownology.com/old_man_under_the_moon.html


RESEARCH THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Stories of Fate
As part of my project, I wanted to find stories of fate that encapsulated the 
meaning of The Red Thread of Fate proverb.

Love
Heidi & Ed
After meeting on family vacations as children, Heidi and Ed met again by 
chance two decades later.

Rediscovery
Thrift Store Jacket
After moving from Tennessee to Alaska, a man finds his childhood jacket, 24 
years later. He passes it on to his own son.

Adoption
Discussed on next slide

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/love-sex/newlyweds-childhood-sweethearts-discover-20-year-later-heidi-parker-ed-savitt-newcastle-university-turkey-derbyshire-london-a8129606.html
https://scoop.upworthy.com/man-finds-his-childhood-jacket-after-24-years-while-shopping-for-his-kid-at-thrift-store


RESEARCH THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Connection to Adoption
There is a common connection between the Red Thread of 
Fate proverb and parents who have adopted children from 
China. In my research, I found this and a personal story 
from Katie Kaessinger that was used in the final designed 
outcome.

Academic Paper

Katie Kaessinger

https://www.zora.uzh.ch/id/eprint/91982/2/The_Stories_We_Adopt-_Tracing__The_Red_Thread__in_Contemporary_Adoption_Narratives.pdf
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2008/06/01/adopting-a-cause/


RESEARCH THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Modern Interpretations
The third chapter focuses on modern works that are influenced by 
this proverb. I referenced several sources to find these modern 
words and explore how they connected to the proverb.

Music
Taylor Swift’s song “Invisible String” alludes to the Red Thread of 
Fate proverb
NBC News
Mashable
Story of Song

Literature
Published in 2022, Lyn Liao Butler’s novel Red Thread of Fate 
explores the proverb in a new light.
LitHub

Cinema
The 2023 film “Past Lives” revolves around the concept of “In Yun” 
(a similar theory to The Red Thread of Fate proverb)
The Conversation
Medium Article

https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/viral/invisible-string-taylor-swift-inspired-tiktoks-rcna119914
https://mashable.com/article/invisible-string-theory-dating-tiktok
https://storyofsong.com/story/invisible-string/
https://lithub.com/the-bittersweet-joys-five-books-that-center-asian-voices-in-adoption-narratives/
https://theconversation.com/past-lives-inyeon-is-a-korean-philosophy-of-how-relationships-form-over-many-lifetimes-213289
https://medium.com/@winnerajifaachimugu/celine-songs-past-lives-is-a-slow-burn-that-consumes-you-whole-c16cbcc3abc2


WEBSITE  INSPIRATION THE RED THREAD OF FATE

https://thesevenvirtuesproject.com/virtues/faith
https://amway-fund-report-2021.webflow.io/
https://gehry.getty.edu/

https://thesevenvirtuesproject.com/virtues/faith
https://amway-fund-report-2021.webflow.io/
https://gehry.getty.edu/


Wireframes &
Website Development



WIREFRAMES EARLY DRAFTS

Early draft, focused on guiding the viewer throughout 
the website with a connecting line.



EARLY DRAFTS

Experimentations with interactive wireframes and 
bringing in motion

WIREFRAMES

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OjOacoT_3S2KbbQwVEbv-54OWh2itSFG/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/167OiOCY7-EzTMTOH-3pKxn_yjQtht5lC/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Gphw8n0GqYxBYoSvXVHRtpofszEqcVR2/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1uSvZ8a47vg3hBHQx438RgaIHxwj4cGIJ/preview


Note:
Good introduction of size contrast, but possibly 
too large. Experiment with adding indents, more 
size contrast throughout

EARLY DRAFTSWIREFRAMES

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1tvFrOLyh6kYgSUzHMT8FzDcZK2FL7BlL/preview


Home page / navigation menu

EARLY DRAFTSWIREFRAMES



EARLY DRAFTSWIREFRAMES

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KbKjGkpnnO84uMJ3JPG5eDKge6ZppoHf/preview


EARLY DRAFTSWIREFRAMES

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JFgSRT68Qob6427AnEC73yC6xWvb1wZv/preview


REVISED DRAFTSWIREFRAMES



Further development of type system - Option 1 with the interweaving stories best connects to concept
- Experiment with different leading/shorter sections overlapping
- Option 3 feels too structured/boxy

REVISED DRAFTSWIREFRAMES



Coding of ‘drawing’ the lines and 
navigation menu options

- More straightforward navigation menu works better
- New idea: Start with straight line, becomes more wavy throughout
- Line could be more delicate, thinner

REVISED DRAFTSWIREFRAMES

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1b2MeiNRnZS-BboQQSivQNb3oNqPMusJz/preview


FULL CONTENT DRAFT 04.27.2024



ITERATIONSTITLE PAGE DESIGN

Physical iteration from 
making studies

Digitized Digitized, revised for 
readability

Final, revised further
for readability



MOTION TESTS IN PROCREATEANIMATION PROGRESS

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1yYUEmlm2-POKbwnkb5ZwIvvh9iKjPJdT/preview


REFINED IN AFTER EFFECTSFINAL ANIMATION

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1zxdQDfglXhCUgc2N_0v17fDJXOj92Ujr/preview


User Testing



USER TESTING THE RED THREAD OF FATE

User #1
User testing was implemented throughout the project to get feedback from 
people who had not yet used the website.

My first user, Chloe is a 21 year-old fashion merchandising student.
She offered some insight on the functionality of the website.

These were some takeaways from the test:

● The navigation menu and links at the end of stories were easy to find

● She was confused on what to do after landing on chapter one (I added 
text that tells the user to scroll down based on this comment)

● Chloe also suggested slowing down the speed of the line at some points 
of the website



USER TESTING THE RED THREAD OF FATE

User #2
My second user test was with Shayna, a 32-year old electrical engineer.
She approached the website in an analytical and logical manner.

Takeaways:

● Noticed a few inconsistencies with the responsiveness of the website, 
some orphans needed cleaned up

● Shayna was slightly confused with the horizontal scrolling section, the 
poem. After this test, I added arrows to help the user more clearly 
navigate the section.

● She found the structure of the website to be straightforward and 
user-friendly



USER TESTING THE RED THREAD OF FATE

Peer Feedback Peers also offered 
feedback that I 
implemented into the 
final design.



Final Design
Outcome



FINAL WEBSITE THE RED THREAD OF FATE

redthread.alexmillerdesign.com

http://redthread.alexmillerdesign.com


FINAL SCREENS THE RED THREAD OF FATE



FINAL SCREENS THE RED THREAD OF FATE


